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Kanji for Insects... and More?!

FAUA - Za—Ir—I—MNEFN.
IFEFEHSE THD CEFRE—HRIC

Can you match the following kanji containing the fe

https://www.facebook.com/BretMayer/

insect component (H) with their readings and
English translations?

w oW B HOE K

(Iz5/bee [CU/rainbow m/mosquito 54«5 /butterfly ~U/snake [F1=3 /firefly hi/moth)

CPG—H Qv "SARE N20-TF "GEl—FH WG G-

4 js for more than just bugs!

You may have noticed two of the above kaniji, snake (#£) and rainbow (%I) are not insects!
There are many kanji using the so-called “insect” component (2) that are not for flies,

bugs, beetles, or any other creepy crawlies.

In fact, the insect component (2) originally was a snake!

The kaniji for tiny insects was instead (#3), which is three snake-like maggots, or baby
insects, squirming in a pile.

This kanji (£8) was then simplified to just a single component (22), meaning the kaniji for

insect and snake were now the same!

This is why snakes (%g), vipers (€ - ¥ /\3/) use what is now known as the “insect” component.
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